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Celtic Heritage

I t was a sight to remember, kilts
swaying, bagpipes playing, a
beautiful bride and her entourage being
piped down Abercorn Street in
Savannah. Leading the group waslocal
bagpiper, Dana Wells who squeezed-
off the wailing notes of “ Scotland the
Brave’ and other tunes known only to
the culture-tweaked ears of diaspora
Scots.

Following closely, the bride, Shawnee

Byrd, dressed in a Celtic style wedding
dress highlighted by her Clan
MacDonald sash. Behind follow six
ladies in black with escortsin Clan
Gordon kilts -- dressed-to-the-teg, chin-

up, proud-to-be-seen demeanor -- men

in kilts escorting women who are drop-
dead-gorgeous. Headsturn. Cars stop.
Tourists and local s applaud.

Their destination isin the shadow
of the double-spired Cathedral of St.
John the Baptist. The aptly named

groom, William Wallace, waits on ared

Savannah piper, Dana Wells, left, leads the entourage
of bride, Shawnee Byrd down Abercorn Street to
Lafayette Park. Below, after the ceremony, Shawnee
and William Wallace pose for phots on the steps of
Savannah’s Independent Presbyterian Church.

carpet in the center of Lafayette Square.
Heisin full-dress Highland formal;
Wallace Clan kilt and Prince Charlie
jacket. Over hisshoulder isamatching
fly plaid that draped down to the top of
his sgian-dubh knife and kilt hose.
William and Shawnee wanted a“ small,
but elegant wedding ceremony” that
accurately reflected the Scottish heritage
they share. Residents of Alpharetta,
GA, the couple considered Savannah
i the perfect
location for
their
| celebration.
| After con-
tacting Jim and
Becky Byous of
An Affair To
Remember the
foursome
created their
memorable
mid-October
ceremony-to-remember.

L afayette Square was perfect for the
occasion. Called the Celtic square,
many of the surrounding homes and
structures were built or occupied by
residents of Scottish or Irish heritage.
Fittingly-named buildingsinclude: The
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Andrew Low house, home of Girl Scout celebration began with a Friday night
founder Juliette Gordon Low (Clan
Gordon and Clan McLauren); the
Hamilton-Turner House (Clan

Hamilton-Clan Lamont); the
home of American author
Flannery O’ Connor (Irish);
the Suites on L afayette,
home of Civil War Mgjor
John B. Gadllie, (Clan Gunn),
the Battersby-Hartridge-
Anderson house (Clan
Anderson); with the Celtic
themed Cathedral of Saint
John the Baptist standing on
the northeast corner withit's
statuary of Saint Patrick.
Several things were
important to Bill and
Shawnee. They wanted it to
highlight the Scottish
heritage of which they are
proud. Bill is descended
from the same Clan Wallace

as the famed Scottish warrior of the
lowlands, while Shawnee’ s Scottish
heritage is through Clan MacDonald

of the Highland country.

Bill and Shawnee' s weekend
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gathering at Molly MacPherson’s
Scottish Pub in City Market. There,
the bride and groom-to-be found new

Westmeath and AgnewTartans
highlight Leigh Ann’s Bouquet
by Annette Jones Floral.

include afew of their closest friends
and family while alowing the Scottish
theme to run throughout the day.

Bill and Shawnee did have one
special request to ask of their wedding
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friends in agroup of
tourists visiting
from....believeit or
not...Scotland. There was
food, music, dancing and
many, many toasts before
the group retired to the
President’ s Quartersto rest
before the wedding day
festivities.

It was decided that the
ceremony should included
a hand-fasting, aritual in
which the bride and
groom'’ s hands are loosely
tied together with a strip
of the groom’ startan. This
act symbolizes the binding
of the two into one family.

They also wanted to
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Leigh Ann and Chris Dailey, posing in front of the famous Mercer/Williams house, were married in front of
Savannah’s historic Forsyth Park Fountain. The park, created before the American Civil War, is named after
Georgia governor John Forsyth who was of Scottish descent.

consultant. “They wanted to know if
we knew aminister who might consider
wearing akilt for the ceremony” says
Becky Byous. Officiant, Reverend Doug
McGarity of Seacoast Churchin
Savannah, fit the occasion -- surname
and all. After
hearing the
details of the
even he agree
todressina
Clan Gordon
kilt to match
the group.
Clan Gordon
tartan serves
many duties. It
isatartan used
by military
units and
private groups,

Tartan sashes accent the bride
yet represents  and groom’s table for the

theclan for Agnew/Dailey Wedding
which it isnamed. Even those who
recorded the event were kilted.
Videographer Gregory Hodges wore a
camouflage casual kilt while
photographer Jim Byous sported an
Argyle Shire tartan below his photo vest
filled with lenses, flash equipment and
cameras.

The short ceremony took placein

front of abubbling, multi-tiered fountain.
Afterward, photos recorded friends and
family, then the group continued their
procession. Led again by Piper Dana
Wells, they left the square on Abercorn
Street, stopping for photos aong the
way. A few blocks later the procession
descended into the stairwell of the
elegant Alligator Soul Restaurant on
Barnard Street. Herethey enjoyed the
extraordinary cuisine and consummate
service for which the restaurant is
known. A toast was offered from a
pewter quaich, atraditional Scottish cup.
The piper then
sliced the Celtic-
knotted wedding
cake with hisdirk,
ashort ceremonial
sword. The
Wallaces and their
guests partied into
the evening to
celebrate a perfect
wedding day.
Likethe
Wallaces, Leigh
AnnAgnew and
Chris Dailey of
Savannah decided to create awedding
ceremony and reception that would
speak to her Scottish roots and hislrish

A Wallace-Clan tartan fly
plaid with boutonniere and
plaid brooch.
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heritage.

Chrisand Leigh Ann, decided on
very subtle Celtic tonesto highlight their
heritage for their March nuptials. At
the ceremony Savannah officiant, Judge
John Beam sported his Ramsay Red
tartan tie. The printed programs for the
occasion reflected the Celtic theme with
cream colored paper and a Cdltic-styled
script printed in green. A green satin
bow along the words of an Irish wedding
prayer beneath an image of aCeltic cross
completed the cover.

Leigh Ann’s bouquet by Annette
Jones was made up of roses in shades
of pink accented by brilliant green Bells
of Ireland flowers. In addition to the
satin-wrap on the stems, there was a
strip of Agnew Clan Tartan intertwined
with the Irish County tartan of Chris
ancestors.

The couple exchanged vows standing
in front of the famous white fountain in
Savannah’s Forsyth Park named for
Georgia Governor John Forsyth (Clan
Forsyth). Celtic music lilted beneath
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the arched oaks from a renai ssance lute
played by lutenist, Chris Kohut of

Majie

and describe the dream they have formed
and the consultant’ s experience to bring

Savannah.

Chrisand LeighAnn
hosted a reception for
150 guests at the
American Legion
Ballroom on Bull
Street. They carried
their Celtic theme into
the reception with
runners made from
each of their family
tartans laid over the

white linen cloth at the

it toreality.” She explained.

Both couples, in different

in equally beautiful
ceremonies. You can do the
same whether you opt to go
“al out” asthe Wallace' sdid,
or just give amild touch as
the Dailey’sdid. Useyour
imagination, look into your

A single shamrock adorns Leigh Ann Agnew’s pedicure.

bride and groom’stable. They, too,
opted for awedding cake decorated with
varied Celtic Knot designs.

“Creating a beautiful wedding
ceremony isalwaysapartnership.” Says
Becky Byous, “The bride and groom
become part of a creative team when
they enlist the services of awedding
consultant. It takestheir ability to express

family tree and have fun
bringing that history into your
wedding day celebration.

Glossary of Celtic Terms

Clan - A Cdtic family or group.

Kilt - Pleated skirt for men. Usualy made
from heavyweight wool.

Sgian dubh - “Dark knife’, An ornamental

knifeworn in the top of the kilt hose.

ways, reflected their heritage

Cdlt - Scottish, Irish, Welsh and other cultures
of the Cdltic language group.

Clan Gordon - A clan from in and around the
Aberdeenshire region of Scotland.

Clan Wallace - A lowland clan from
southwestern Scotland.

Clan MacDonad - From the northeastern
Highlands of Scotland.

Clan Agnew - A clan originating from the
southwestern lowlands of Scotland.

Irish County Tartan - Tartan that signifiesthe
county of Irish family origin.

Kilt Hose - Knee high socks worn with akilt.
Lute - A multi-stringed instrument popular in
the renaissance period.

Cdltic Knot - Continuous cord knot used in
Cdltic art and ornamentation

Bagpipe - A musical instrument that sounds
likeangelsto Cdtsand ascalded cat to others.
Diaspora Scots - Persons of Scottish origin or
ancestry who no longer live in Scotland.
Prince Charlie Jacket - A formd, quasi-military
jacket worn with highland dress.

Quaich - Pronounced Kwake, it isabowl used
for drinking whisky, with or without water.
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